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to know my opinion, I will tell Mm very frankly tliat
Napoleon the Conqueror made a blander " ?

Is it probable that the Emperor, returning for the
third time to the expression of the same regret,
should again say: " Yes, everything confirms me in
the opinion that I committed an unpardonable blun-
der; by marrying the Archduchess I hoped to unite
the present and the past, Gothic prejudices, and the
institutions of my time; I made a mistake, and I now
see all the consequences of my error; it may cost
me my throne, but I shall bury the world beneath
its ruins " ?

Is it probable that Napoleon could have carried his
boasting so far as to say: " How many allies are
you ? Four, five, six, twenty ? The more numerous
you are, the calmer I shall be " ? Is it probable that
he should have used this figure : " I have grown up
on battlefields, and a man like me cares little for the
life of a million men. . . . The French can't com-
plain of me ; to spare them I sacrificed the Germans
and the Poles I lost three hundred thousand men
in the Russian campaign, but in that number there
were not more than thirty thousand Frenchmen " ?

Prince Metternich thus describes the end of the
interview; " It was dark. No one had dared to enter
the room. Not a moment of silence interrupted the
hot discussion. Six different times my words were
equivalent to a declaration of war. . . . When
Napoleon dismissed me, he had become calm and
gentle. I could not see his face. He went with me